
From the Desk of Editor-in-Chief...…………….. 

 

Dear Authors, 

We have entered in the era of globalization where environmental pollution is manor concern 
due to industrial revolution. Globalization is the process of international integration arising 
from the interchange of world views, products, ideas, and other aspects of culture. Now 
days, number of industrial sector developed on and around the planet earth. Advances 
in transportation and telecommunications infrastructure, including the rise of the Internet are 
major factors in globalization, generating further interdependence of economic and cultural 
activities. Each Industrial development requires environmental clearance from Ministry of 
Environment and Forestry (MoEF) in India. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is an 
important tool for integrating the objectives of environmental management into the decision 
making process to ensure environmentally sound and sustainable development. It is one of 
the most widely used tools for identifying and mitigating adverse ecological effects of 
development proposals. In 1987, UNEP adopted a set of goals and principles on EIAs. EIA 
is an exercise to be carried out before any project or major activity is undertaken to ensure 
that it will not in any way harm the environment on a short term or long term basis. Any 
developmental endeavor requires not only the analysis of the need of such a project, the 
monetary costs and benefits involved but most important, it requires a consideration and 
detailed assessment of the effect of a proposed development on the environment. The 
environment impact process was introduced with the purpose of identifying /evaluating the 
potential beneficial and adverse impacts of development projects on the environment, taking 
in to account environmental, social, cultural and aesthetic considerations. All of these 
considerations are critical to determine the viability of a project and to decide if a project 
should be granted environmental clearance.  An EIA concentrate on problems, conflicts and 
natural resource constraints which might affect the viability of a project. It also predicts how 
the project could harm to people, their homeland, their livelihoods, and the other nearby 
developmental activities. After predicting potential impacts, the EIA identifies measures to 
minimize the impacts and suggests ways to improve the project viability.  

Earlier, any developmental project/activity was reviewed keeping in view the 
technical feasibility and financial viability of the project only. However, with the introduction of 
concept of EIA the environmental considerations have also been included as one of the 
factors to be considered while deciding about the feasibility and sustainability of any 
developmental/industrial project/activity. In fact, the main purpose of EIA is to mitigate 
adverse environmental impacts of any project/activity and bringing them to an acceptable 
level and to project the community likely to be affected by the proposed project. In India, EIA 
was started in 1976-1977 to examine the river valley projects from environmental angle. But 
during that time it lacked legislative support. On 27th of January 1994, EIA notification [under 
the environmental (Protection) Act (1986)] was issued by which EIA process became 
statutory requirement rather than an administrative requirement for a number of 
projects/activities likely to have significant environmental impacts and health implications. 
Since then, the EIA notification has undergone several amendments incorporating provisions 
for Public Hearing and bringing in several important projects/activities into the purview of 
EIA, requiring Environmental Clearance by Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF), 
Govt. of India. To further improve the EIA procedure in India, EIA notification was revised on 
September 14th, 2006. According to the notification, different projects/developmental 
activities have been divided into 8 major heads requiring Environmental Clearance (EC) 
either from Central Government, i.e. MoEF (Category A) or at State Level from State 
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Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) (Category B). The category B has 
been further divided into category B1 (project requires to submit EIA report) and B2 project 
activities which do not require EIA report). All categories A and B1 projects necessarily have 
to carry out EIA studies along with the public Hearing as per the procedure stipulated in the 
notification. In the draft notification (January 19th 2009), revised threshold criteria have been 
introduced for different project categories. Further, an effort has also been made to make 
EIA procedure more transparent and to provide societal vigil of projects affecting the 
environment through Public Hearing/ Consultation by moving the environment protection 
agenda into public domain. EIA became a mandatory requirement under the EIA Notification 
of 1994, which specified the requirement of follow-up by stating that the project authorities 
shall submit a half yearly report to the Impact Assessment Agency. These documents were 
required to report on the compliance of the recommendations and conditions stipulated by 
MoEF, while according the EC to the specific development proposal. However, these were 
seldom available to the public and were submitted to the regulatory body.  

 

 

-Editor-in-Chief- 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE JOURNAL 
 

Octa Journal of Environmental Research (Abb. Oct. Jour. Env. Res.), an international journal, is a journal for the 
publication of peer reviewed, original research for all aspects of environmental sciences, such as Environmental 
Chemistry, Biology, Ecology, Physics and Geosciences, Environmental Pollution and Soil Conservation, 
Environmental Engineering and Biotechnology, Resource quality, quantity and Sustainability, Environmental 
Genomics and Proteomics, Environmental Impact Assessment, Ecotoxicology and Ecological Risk Assessment 
and Management, Bioremediation, Gene-Environment interactions, Health Risk Assessment and Management, 
Natural resources Damage Assessment, Emerging issues in Environmental Health and Diseases, Environmental 
education and Public Health, Improved Energy Efficiency, Ecology and Biodiversity, etc. It is devoted to 
publishing original, peer-reviewed research papers. Appropriate subjects include basic and applied research on 
atmospheric, terrestrial and aquatic environments, pollution control and abatement technology, and conservation 
of natural resources, environmental health and toxicology. Announcements of national/international 
environmental meetings/conferences and other recent information are also included. The objectives are to report 
on the latest research achievements and developments; to strengthen academic exchanges; to promote 
cooperation in science and technology and to contribute to the progress in environmental research. The OJER 
provide forum for the advancement of interdisciplinary approaches to the study of the coupled human-nature 
systems.  
 
The Journal offers a peer-reviewed, academically rigorous and professionally recognized venue for the 
publication of explicitly interdisciplinary environmental research, educational discourse and other related matters. 
Contributions are welcome from any discipline or combination of disciplines, any vocation or professional 
affiliation, any national, ethnic or cultural background. These contributions should explicitly involve multi-
disciplinary or trans-disciplinary aspects of environmental issues and identify the ways in which the work will 
contribute to environmental research in thrust area or related activities.  
 
Type of Contributions 
The Journal provides several submission categories: 

1. Research Articles: An Article for papers reporting the results of completed definite studies. If several 
closely related manuscripts are being prepared at about the same time, all should be submitted 
together. Articles of high scientific quality and originality that are of interest to the wide and diverse 
readership of the Journal will be given priority for publication. 

2. Communications: They are intended for the rapid and timely publication of original research of 
significance. Communications are short contributions not exceeding three printed pages in length. 

3. Reviews: Articles deal with topics of current interest in areas relating to environmental sciences. Rather 
than an assemblage of detailed information with a complete literature survey, a critically selected 
treatment of the material is desired. Unsolved problems and possible developments should also be 
discussed. Review articles are generally written upon invitation of the Chief Editor. 

4. Book Reviews: Concise reviews of newly published books or more extended essays combining a 
review of several books with a discussion of issues raised by the collective publications not exceeding 
one printed page. 

5. Special Issues and Symposia: A collection of related articles or other materials relevant to 
environmental issues, edited by one or more authors who provide coherence by clarifying the 
importance and relationship among the materials. We also encourage publishing the proceedings of 
conference, symposia, seminar related to environment. Proposals may involve whole Journal issues or 
portions of an issue. 

6. Letter to Editor: Communications relating to significant issues for readers, which can concern 
previously published Journal material not exceeding one printed page. 

Submissions are encouraged from individuals at all levels of professional development. The Editorial Board 
includes a diverse range of scholars and persons from related professions whose expertise extends broadly 
across the sciences, social sciences, humanities, the professions, and other disciplines related to environmental 
study. We encourage contributors unsure about the appropriateness of their manuscript for the Journal to send a 
title and abstract to the Editor-in-Chief (submitojer@gmail.com) for initial evaluation. 
 
Research Areas Include, but are not exclusive to: 

 Environmental Chemistry, Biology, Ecology, Physics and Geosciences   
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 Environmental Pollution and Soil Conservation 
 Environmental Engineering and Biotechnology 
 Resource quality, quantity and Sustainability 
 Environmental Genomics and Proteomics 
 Environmental toxicology, mutagenesis and carcinogenesis 
 Environmental Impact Assessment 
 Ecotoxicology and Ecological Risk Assessment and Management 
 Remediation of contaminated sites such as Bioremediation 
 Process Modification for Pollution Prevention 
 Waste Treatment and Disposal 
 Gene-Environment interactions 
 Health Risk Assessment and Management 
 Natural resources Damage Assessment 
 Emerging issues in Environmental Health and Diseases 
 Environmental education and Public Health 
 Improved Energy Efficiency 
 Ecology and Biodiversity 
 Role of Ecology and Biodiversity in Construction, Township and Area Developments. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 

 
1. BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
Ethics in publishing 
For information on Ethics in publishing and Ethical guidelines for journal publication see 
www.sciencebeingjournal.com and www.sciencebeing.com . 
Conflict of interest 
All authors are requested to disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest including any financial, personal or 
other relationships with other people or organizations within three years of beginning the submitted work that 
could inappropriately influence, or be perceived to influence, their work.  
Submission declaration  
Submission of an article entails that the work described has not been published previously in any journal and 
also, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form in any language, including electronically 
without the written consent of the copyright-holder.  
Changes to authorship 
This policy concerns the addition, deletion, or rearrangement of author names in the authorship of accepted 
manuscripts: 
Before the accepted manuscript is published online: Requests to add or remove an author or to rearrange 
the author names, must be sent to the editor-in-chief from the corresponding author of the accepted manuscript 
and must include: (a) the reason the name should be added or removed, or the author names rearranged and (b) 
written confirmation (e-mail, fax, letter) from all authors that they agree with the addition, removal or 
rearrangement. In the case of addition or removal of authors, this includes confirmation from the author being 
added or removed.  
After publication online: Any requests to add, delete, or rearrange author names in an article published in an 
online issue will not be accepted. 
Copyright 
Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete a Journal Publishing Agreement. Acceptance of 
the agreement will ensure the widest possible dissemination of information. An e-mail will be sent to the 
corresponding author confirming receipt of the manuscript together with a 'Journal Publishing Agreement' form. If 
excerpts from other copyrighted works are included, the author(s) must obtain written permission from the 
copyright owners and credit the source(s) in the article.  
Retained author rights 
As an author you (or your employer or institution) retains certain rights*. 
Role of the funding source 
You are requested to identify who provided financial support for the conduct of the research and/or preparation of 
the article and to briefly describe the role of the sponsor(s), if any, in study design; in the collection, analysis and 
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interpretation of data; in the writing of the report; and in the decision to submit the article for publication. If the 
funding source(s) had no such involvement then this should be stated.  
Open access 
This journal does not have any publication charges and open for all access online.  
Referees 
Please submit, with the manuscript, the names and addresses of at least two potential referees, but we prefer 
four to six referees. 
 
2. PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPTS 
The manuscripts should be organized in a manner as shown in template. Download template from website. 
The Title should clearly and accurately indicate the contents of the Articles or Communications and should be 
expressed in adequate scientific terms. No abbreviations should be used in the titles. 
Affiliations of authors should be placed below the author’s name accordingly. 
An information should be included on the first page to give the mail address, phone number and e-mail address 
of the author of correspondence, and if applicable, information regarding funding. 
Abstract 
A concise and factual abstract is required. The abstract should state briefly the purpose of the research, the 
principal results and major conclusions. An abstract is often presented separately from the article, so it must be 
able to stand alone. For this reason, References should be avoided, but if essential, then cite the author(s) and 
year(s). Also, non-standard or uncommon abbreviations should be avoided, but if essential they must be defined 
at their first mention in the abstract itself. 
Keywords: 
Three to six Keywords should be given at the bottom of the abstract to serve as guidelines for indexing. 
Headings: Articles should be organized under the main headings: 
Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results and Discussion, Conclusion, Acknowledgements and References. 
Acknowledgements 
Collate acknowledgements in a separate section at the end of the article before the references and do not, 
therefore, include them on the title page, as a footnote to the title or otherwise. List here those individuals who 
provided help during the research (e.g., providing language help, writing assistance or proof reading the article, 
etc.). 
Tables and Figures must be numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals respectively and should be self-
explanatory. Tables should be concise and exact and should use three-lines. Tables must have a brief 
descriptive title and include footnotes if necessary. Figures should have figure captions, either with the figures or 
collected on a separate sheet. The contents of figures, tables and word descriptions should not be duplicated. 
Photographs should be of sufficiently high quality with respect to detail and contrast. 
 
References  
In the manuscript: see example-  
(Kumar, 2011) - One author 
(Kumar and Dhatwalia, 2002) - Two authors 
(Kumar et al., 2011) - more than two authors 
(Kumar and Dhatwalia, 2012a, b) - More than one paper in the same year by the same authors 
(Kumar and Dhatwalia, 2011; Kumar et al., 2011; Kumar, 2012) - listed by earliest year first for multiple citations 
References should be arranged alphabetically by author without serial numbering. Titles of journal should be 
abbreviated in accordance. Reference accuracy is critical and authors are responsible for the accuracy of the 
references. Only articles that have been published should be included in the References. Journal articles and 
books must be cited by the following formats: 
 
APHA (1998); Standard methods for the examination of water and wastewater, 18th Ed. American Public Health 

Association, Washington, DC: 45-60.  
Kumar Ashok, Bisht B.S., Talwar Amitabh and Chandel Dipika (2010a); Physico-Chemical and Microbial Analysis 

of Ground Water from Different Regions of Doon Valley. Inter. Jour. App Environ. Sci., 5(3):433–440.  
Kumar Ashok, Bisht B.S., Joshi V.D., Singh A.K., Talwar Amitabh (2010b), Physical, Chemical and 

Bacteriological Study of Water from Rivers of Uttarakhand, J Hum Ecol, 32(3):169-173 
WHO (2002); Guideline for Drinking Water Quality, Surveillance and Control of Community Supplies. World 

health Organization Geneva. 
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WHO (2004); Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality, Vol. 1: 3rd Ed. World Health Organization Geneva. 
Sherman Cappuccino (2009); Biochemical activities of Microorganisms. Microbiology a Laboratory Manual 7th 

Ed., pp. 143-203 
 
Cited journals should be abbreviated according to ISO 4 rules, see for instance  
http://images.isiknowledge.com/WOK45/help/WOS/A_abrvjt.html and http://www.cas.org/expertise/cascontent/ca
plus/corejournals.html 
 
3. SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS 
The Journal of Environmental Sciences has completed a system for online manuscript submission. The authors 
can visit http://www.sciencebeing.com and contribute the manuscripts online. If you are submitting a manuscript 
for publication in a special issue, please contact the Editor-in-Chief for submission instructions. 
Submission checklist 
One author has been designated as the corresponding author with contact details: 

 E-mail Address 
 Full Postal Address 
 Phone Numbers 

All necessary files should be sent: 
 All figure captions. 
 All tables (including title, description, footnotes). 
 Cover Letter. 

Further considerations 
 Manuscript has been 'spell-checked' and 'grammar-checked' 
 References are in the correct format for this journal. 
 All references mentioned in the Reference list are cited in the text, and vice versa. 
 Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from other sources (including the Web). 

 For any further information please visit our website. 
 
4. REVIEWING OF MANUSCRIPTS 
Every manuscript is independently reviewed by peers. If two or more reviewers consider the manuscript 
unsuitable for publication in this journal, a statement for the decision will be sent to authors within one or two 
months of the submitting date. Manuscripts rejected will not be returned to the authors. 
Proofs 
One set of page proofs (as PDF files) will be sent by e-mail to the corresponding author. Please use this proof 
only for checking the typesetting, editing, completeness and correctness of the text, tables and figures. 
Significant changes to the article as accepted for publication will only be considered at this stage with permission 
from the Editor. We will do everything possible to get your article published quickly and accurately. It is important 
to ensure that all corrections are sent back to us in one communication, please check carefully before replying, 
as inclusion of any subsequent corrections cannot be guaranteed. Proofreading is solely your responsibility.  
 
5. REVISION OF MANUSCRIPTS 
A manuscript sent back to an author for revision should be returned to the editor without delay within seven days.  
 
6. ACCEPTANCE OF MANUSCRIPTS 
The corresponding author, at no cost, will be provided with a PDF file of the article via email (the PDF file 
includes a cover sheet with the journal cover image and a disclaimer outlining the terms and conditions of use).  
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